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Petition Number: PE1274
 
Main Petitioner: Andrew Dannet 
  
Subject: Blood donation payment scheme 
 
Calls on the Parliament to urge the Scottish Government to introduce a 
scheme to pay people each time they donate blood and to consider other 
measures to encourage more people to donate. 
 
 
 
Background 
 
The Scottish National Blood Transfusion Service (SNBTS) is responsible for 
meeting the transfusion needs of patients in Scotland. It is a special health 
board of the NHS in Scotland. 
 
The SNBTS must collect around 1,000 donations a day to keep Scotland 
supplied and it carries out over 1,000 donating sessions annually with over 40 
blood banks across Scotland, as well as mobile donating teams. 
 
Around 5% of the Scottish population donate blood. An active blood donor is a 
blood donor who has attended to give blood at least once in the last 12 
months. The average number of donations given per donor per annum is 
currently 1.59 and SNBTS provides blood transfusions for 100,000 patients 
each year. 
 
However, the service does come under pressure at times, for example, 
summer holidays mean blood supply can reduce by 20% over the holiday 
period and occasionally SNBTS will launch emergency appeals for blood. 
 
Donor Campaigns 
 
In June 2008, SNBTS launched the ‘Give Blood’ campaign in a bid to acquire 
10,000 more donors. The campaign achieved its target and is aiming to 
acquire another 10,000 donors over the coming year. 
 
Each year there is also the Blood Donor Week.  This was created in 2003 to 
celebrate and thank Scotland’s blood donors. Blood Donor Week is held in 
June each year and has a variety of donor recruitment initiatives, including 
television and radio campaigns across Scotland. 
 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/petitions/docs/PE1274.htm


 

SNBTS does not provide monetary rewards for donating. There is a donor 
awards scheme for regular donors which issues, for example, certificates and 
letters of thanks when a donor has reached a certain number of donations. 
 
Rationale for Un-remunerated Donation 

SNBTS follows the World Health Organisation’s policy on blood donation 
which is that, in order for blood to be safe, the donations system should be 
unremunerated. This is to avoid providing incentives for people to donate 
when their blood is not suitable for transfusion. WHO states that “sufficient 
supplies of safe blood can only be assured by regular donations from 
voluntary unpaid donors” and highlights that an increasing number of 
countries are moving towards an entirely voluntary scheme1. WHO also say 
that: 

• Donors who give blood voluntarily and for altruistic reasons have the 
lowest prevalence of HIV, hepatitis viruses and other blood-borne 
infections, as compared to people who donate for family members or in 
lieu of payment. 

• If 1% to 3% of a country's population donated blood, it would be 
sufficient for that country's needs. 

• In 2002, 63 countries were collecting more than 75% of their blood 
supplies from family and paid blood donors. This number had fallen to 
38 countries in 2006.  

Scottish Parliament Action 

The Parliament has not considered this issue previously. 

 

Kathleen Robson 
Senior Research Specialist 
11 September 2009 
 
 
SPICe research specialists are not able to discuss the content of petition briefings 
with petitioners or other members of the public. However if you have any comments 
on any petition briefing you can email us at spice@scottish.parliament.uk
 
Every effort is made to ensure that the information contained in petition briefings is 
correct at the time of publication. Readers should be aware however that these 
briefings are not necessarily updated or otherwise amended to reflect subsequent 
changes. 

                                                 
1 World Health Organisation (2008) Blood Safety and Donation Factsheet 
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